


Alcohol limits for non-professional mariners

The BMF and RYA do not condone being in charge of a boat while under the influence of alcohol. However, there is real 
concern that proposals put forward by the Department of Transport to impose limits are impractical and not based on any 
objective analysis of the evidence or risk. 

The organisations welcome some of the exemptions to limits proposed by the DfT but are concerned that they are too 
complex and will not be readily understandable by the majority of boaters or the enforcement authorities. Until this 
fundamental issue is addressed, the BMF and RYA cannot support the proposals as currently drafted. 

E-borders

The RYA and BMF do not support the UK Border Agency’s 
proposals to extend the application of the e-Borders 
programme to recreational boaters. They consider that any sea 
border security programme should be intelligence-led rather 
than involving blanket monitoring of all cross-border 
movement.

The RYA believes that any proposal to secure the UK sea border 
in relation to recreational boating will only work if it does not:

impose unfair or unreasonable restrictions on boaters• 

criminalise law-abiding citizens when they take action in • 
the face of adverse conditions

impact on the safety of navigation• 

Inland Waterways

45% of all trips on the water in the UK are on inland waterways. The River Thames and other navigable rivers, the Norfolk 
Broads and the extensive canal network sustain a flourishing inland marine industry that creates employment, contributes 
significantly to the regional economy and UK tourism – estimated to be £155m Gross Value Added in 2008. 

Both the BMF and RYA are concerned at the current shortfall in funding that the navigation authorities face (estimated at 
£30 million in respect of British Waterways and £8-12 million in respect of the Environment Agency) and, as a result, their 
ongoing ability to maintain our waterways structures that were recognised as a ‘National Asset’ in the Government policy 
document, Waterways for Tomorrow.

Current Economic Situation

The unprecedented global economic downturn has had a significant 
effect on the boating market. Companies are taking tough commercial 
decisions in response to market demand to ensure that they are fit to 
face the future and in a position to prosper when the upturn comes.

Committed boaters are continuing to invest in their recreation 
afloat. The BMF and RYA are working together to increase 
participation in boating through initiatives like the RYA’s successful 
OnBoard programme – introducing a steady stream of young 
people into boating.

The BMF and RYA are doubling their efforts to support the industry
and boat user at this challenging time. It is vitally important that 

politicians understand the issues facing the boating market and that Government provides the support that will sustain this 
successful sector of the UK economy.

Effective co-operation – Red Diesel

The ending of the derogation on red diesel for leisure marine use by the EU created real concern of a dramatically negative 
impact on boaters and industry. The UK Government and politicians from all parties were very supportive on this issue and 
through close co-operation with HMRC we feel that a practical outcome was reached. The process was an excellent example 
of how marine interests, the Government and officials can work together for the benefit of ordinary boaters and small business. 

If you would like to know more on any of these issues, or anything to do with the BMF or RYA, please contact:
Howard Pridding, BMF Executive Director, hpridding@britishmarine.co.uk, 01784 223638

Gus Lewis, RYA Legal & Government Affairs Manager, gus.lewis@rya.org.uk, 023 8060 4220


